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Samuel Hughes, Minister of Militia and Defence, was desperate to have a Canadian army, but he wanted it his way with the equipment he thought they needed
1. The webbing (clothing material) the men used was inadequate and uncomfortable (only held 80 rounds, British held 150)

2. The boots the men wore were of a tropical design, having been built for the Boer War.  In the muddy conditions of the Salisbury Plain, they turned to goo (48,000 boots had to be ordered A.S.A.P.)

3. The “Hughes shovel,” or its official name, the Mac Adam shovel, named after Hughes’ secretary, was supposed to protect a man, but it had two holes, one for the rifle, one for the sight.

-steel couldn’t stop a bullet

-the holes made it useless to dig with

-impossible to carry on a pack

4. The worst piece of equipment the Canadians carried was the Ross Rifle.  It was designed in Canada and endorsed wholeheartedly by Hughes.
-excellent target rifle superior to the SMLE (Short Magazine Lee Enfield)

-back sights often broke

-dirt easily jammed the chamber

-jammed or misfired during rapid fire


Hughes would not replace the rifle with the SMLE; therefore they took the Ross with them and paid dearly for the mistake when the troops were sent overseas to France.

Laurier is better remembered for his 1910 address: “When the call comes, our answer goes at once, and it goes in the classical language of the British answer to the call of duty, ‘Ready, Aye, Ready.’”

Parliament offered a contingent of men 25.000 strong to serve overseas and a war budget was introduced to the tune of 50 million + a patriotic fund to help the fighting men.
The attitude of the time was “over by Christmas.”  Most men were afraid of missing the war and were eager to sign up.  Some even said they would forgo training to get to France quicker.  A few land battles and a few sea battles and that would be it, Germany would be put in its place,

Enthusiasm was about all the Canadian armed forces had.  Its professional army numbered 3,000, 2 ships, and a 350-man navy.  On August 3, Canada purchased 2 subs.

Canada’s strength laid in its partially trained militia of about 60,000 in 1914.

